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. The-Pattern of Agriculture

B

. Fa¥mss Number and Size -

Small farms are characteristic of agriculture in Cowlitz County. Average
slze 1s 75 acres, Over two-thirds of the farms enumerated in the last Census
of Agriculture were less than.50 acres in eize, Besause of mountainous and
forested topography, farms are not numerous in Cewlitg County, Cowlitz ranks
seventeenth in the state in number of farms,. having a total of 14303 4n 195k
according to the Censug, ST -

)

Farm numbers have dropped by 668 since 1945, and the average size has in=
ereased by ten acres. In common with the general trend over the state, farms
are bscoming fewer in number and ‘larger in ‘size, " As & rule, medium-sized farms
are being consolidated through purchase§ or leases, Some farms have.been sube
divided for residential and industrial tracts near Longview and Kelso,  Some
small part-time farms have become residences, Even with the trend toward estabe
lishing larger farms, the present average of 75 acres in Cowlitsz County is con~
slderably below the Washington state average .of 270 acress L
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The large mumber of small farms results from earlier land purchase methods,
from high land values near cities and from interest in part«time farming by
industrial workers. Mpry of the original 64O and 320-atre Donation Land Act
claims of the 185078 and the 1l60-acre Homestead Aot claima of the 18651910
period have been divided into smaller holdings, Between 1910 and 1S40 rumercus
forest incustry workers bought 10, 20 and hO-acre tragts of logged-over land in
the lower Cowlitsz River Valley which wers offered for sale by timber companies
at 310 to $30 par - aere, ) ,
iahla 9em Farms, Number and Average Size, Land in Farms X
: delitz county, 1900-195h -
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Average size
. Total County Percent of
Censuia Total Farms of farms in )
- Tear }in'the County areﬁnie;fﬁrms _‘the sounty 9°?§*j;3§fa
o . . . \Pva S (acraﬁ)_‘ o .f.u =4 Gl 31
- 19007 | 5L 108,888 . < 1k5 . 14,8
&210. . 809, , 106,553- 117[ S - 1S
1920 1,066 110,259 . lo3: Lo f15,0
1928 1,154 : 93,210 {8 -4 1247
1930 3,147 93,589 R 2 K - 12,8
1940 1,925 112,474 58 15.3
19L5 1,971 127, Y él 17.3
1950 1,487 310 073 74 15,0
1950 1,303 101,707 ' 75 13.9

Source: V.5, Census, Agriculture, 1900-195&«

Larpe=Sivziz Farms

Although Bmall farma are most comman, three large holdings in the ccunty
exceeded 1,000 aeres in 1954, These large farms are situated in hilly aress

Table 10,~ large Farms: Number and General Land Uge
Cowlitz County, 195h

e

Land Utilization on
1,000 to
Large Farms hg999 acres
Number of farmse .. -3 farms .
land in farmpessmeese wmmenma | 5,392 gores
Cropland harveated--~»-~—-----—-~~n 170 acres
Cropland used only for pasturem——-—- pu acres
Cropland riet harvested and not '
| pastured (idle, fallow land)mews=| 0
o Woodland pastured (cut-over land)e- | 2,000 acres
‘ Woodland (timber) not pasturedweewe | 1,048 acres
Other Pastulsmmeencmns ~—— 1,300 acres

Source: ‘U.S. Census, Agriculture, 195&.
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with a major part of their acreage in woodland or cuteover land pasture, timber~
land and other unimproved land and 8ell pulpwood ard small logs and other minor
forest produsts, They also have large ‘acreagés certified as tree farms in

which land use is under permanent » Sustalned=yield management to grow timber,
Not erumerated by the census as farms are large sreas of the Willapa Hille and
Cascade Mountains which are in industrial tree farms owned and managed by timber,
lumber and paper companies who carry out no food crop or livesteck raising on
their holdings but concentrate on production of pulpwood and sawlogs as a long~
term crop, : C o

Farm Value

.. Farm land and farm buildings have increased greatly in value since 1910,
With the exception of the 1930-1940 period, farm property has steadily gained
in value, Valuee dropped to abnormal lows in the depression years of the early
1930%s. The inerease in value was rapid again after 1940, more than doubling
by 1950, By 1955 the estimated total for all farms, including cleared land,
farms, woodland and buildings and all improvements was $19,023,050. An average
farm in 1955 was valued at nearly $1U,000, averaging $215 per acre. Recent
demands for land and timberlands by investors apd, induetries and for residestial
sites by a growing population have been important factors raising farm real
eatade values,

-

- Table 1l,- Value of Faim Property

Cowlitz County, 1900-1954

T Total Value . | County AVerage Values
Yoar ' A1l Farm Property [ Per Farm . ( Fer Acte .
j.in County ' (dollars) ! (deliars)
19001  § 1,555,810 | $.3,840 . - § 1
1910 4,120,830 4,830 38
1920 | 7,037,570 6,600 . 6}
1930 - 8,188,089 7.400 + - .90 '
1900 | 7,961,380 Li13 | 176
449501 . 16,211,270 1 16,900 | 185
195h | 19,023,050 | 13,970' i 218

Sourece: - U.S, Census, Agriou:lture S
Farm Tenure

A large majerity (about 86 out of each 100 farmers) own and operate their
farms, Tenancy is uncommon in Cowiitsz County. There were only 84 farms oper=

ated by tenants in 1954, "Many farss have remained in o mership of the pieneer
families who established them, Avdut 8 percent of. fayms. were operated by part
owners in 195, showing an increase during the lasp 30 years, This. pattern is
caused by elderly persons: and part-tims workets living on farms and maint=ining
ownership of farm residences while letting other, farmers operate part -of thas:-

land: for.a share of the c¥ops used or sold, Farms, operated by mansgers nums -

bered only.3 in 195k, i r.a.\ ' o SR P
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o Farms by Tenure, of Operatorg 00w11tz County
’ {Based on UsS, Census, 1954)
Type of ‘ '
Opemtor %

. Full owner 8545
Paxrt owner ! 749
Tenants 643
-bhnager '63'

S0 125 250 375 5000 625 750, 875 1600, .1125
. . Numbaer of Farms cL

_Figore 8, Farms by Tenure of Operator, Cowlitz County, 195k,

Table 12,~ Farm Tenancy, Mumber and Percent of Farms
By Temre of Operator, Cowlitz County

1925-195h -

L Full Owrers ﬁar% mersn m gers 1 Tenants

5 qumoer number [percent | aumber| percent | mumber | percent | mumber| percent
car\farms ini e |Top aT1|- of | of all of all| of | of all
County | eormg| farms | farms| farms farms | farms! farms
1925| 1,18k | 1,000| 86.6 | L9 | L2 3 | 103 89

1930 l, 17}4 88}- 75 90 | 95 8.1 3 ol 1 162 13.8

19351 1,548 [ 1,19k 72,4 | 1L3 8.7 #2 | 308 | 18.7

19401 1,925 | 1,5L1] 80,0 | 76 3.9 o3 30k | 1548
19h5 1 1,371 | 1,648 83.6 148 Te5 ol 170 8.6
1950 | 1,485 | 1,303 87.7 98 | 6,6 ol 8l | 56
195h | 1,362 | 1,165] 85,5 | 108 749 o3 86 1 6.3
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‘I'ypes of F.arms

=t

. Farm t.ype in Co . County are fairly i ‘

‘fourths cannot be classi.fied by type because of the varied nat.ure i‘ heir
.incemes,. Many are residential or partetime farms, Dedry farms ars the most”
common. specialized type, numbering 130 and Cowlitz is seventeenth in number -
of dairy operations im thé stateé. In livestock farms raising beef animals,

- gheep or hogs . Cowlitz ranked nineteenth, having 87 of this type. : Since 19):9
specialized dairy, poultry and general livestock farms have become fewer while

units spee: tallzing in vegetables and cash field crops have gained slightly.
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. Table 13,~ Types of Farms; Cowlitz Gounxy,3lg5g T

e
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L -‘ . Type of Farms :

P

'Tdtal farms in OOUnty..............-......oo
‘~516£G~GTOP IBrms...ooo".tq.otunott-OC'.OOQ-

~Vegetable'farms...-...-.....................

-General Iarmsoccooco-ocnooaooo'ocncoocnooo.a

Gash"grainooon-oantouocooooo-ocoocto-.nn
* " Other field-crop....,‘...............-..

zrultuana-nut Iarms......o.oa...............
Dairy f&rmsoooocnooo.ncooooooooaaocou-ocoola
Pollltry famsgicitnos-nattu-i..cccoolooo.lla
Livestock farms other than dairy and poultry
Primar rily crop.....».......-..o......-.a

ima*ily 1iv85t00kﬂl0000.000‘0'..‘00‘!0
Grop ard 1iv33t06kanov-'auonooooo...ﬁtoo
Gous ana uﬂcnahﬂlllEﬂ larmS.....a..

Percent of |
N?gg?;BOfl all farma in
"~ 1 the countj
1,362. .| s !
- S 1
o R
5. ol %
.5 Lo
15 1.1 .
130 - 10,0 1;
35 2.7
. 87 6.7
20 '
. 5 ol
. 0 .o
15 1,1
1,006 1742, A

Source: U.S, Census, Agriculture
Farnlend Btilization |

Ha Jor types of land use on Guwlitz County farmland are woodland-ﬁasture

.

; and-woodland, Nearly two-thirds of all farmland is in these -two categories.
Total Land in Farms -»101,7q7 -
opland . , Kd

Hervested .} - g
Cropland . .

gsed_unl; 19

or Pas%%re
Idle é :
Cropland .
Woodland A'-_h
Papture : 33
Voodland 2
Other "9.
Pasture £l

N O Y
Other Land ' . ‘ .
o - 4— 0 15 20" 25 "‘730 " a3y’ '&
. T"If__li‘_;_ﬁﬂg Qf ‘A»creg ] + b bl

Figuve 9,4 Utilizati on o i armland in Cowlitz Gounty, 195h.
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Large acreages in wooded land is typical of western Washington which was
originally heavily forested, Improved and cultivated pasture.is a third major ¢
type of land use, There are.severgl reasons for so much wooded, unimproved

and uncleared land in Cowlitz County. One reason is that farmers find it
costly in labor and machinery to clear brushy, cuteover land, Another cone
dition is that the rough terrain and steeper slopes have become reforvested
after being loggedeover, Many farmers.graze-cattle on' cutwover stumpland which
has enough trees so that thé Census classifies it as woodland paature. Wood=
land acreiage is remaining about the same,..Many farmers have started to prace
tice forestry, leaving dense, regrqwth .stands undisturbed to furnish timber for
farm use or future comnercial cutting. ..., ... -¢¢ )
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Farm Residence and Operation ':j::;;,.,..- AR

Cowlitz County rural 1ife 18 charaoterized by a 1arge amount of part-time
farming, Many persons live on the land and. divide- their employment between
farm work and wage earning in nearby indusiries,- -The lower Columbia River
lumber, paper and other forest products.industries previde a variety of fulle
time or ecasonal Jobs within cummuting dietance, - -At some time during 195k,
about twostnirds of all Cowlitz County fa-mers worked off their lard in seme - -
other indastry, Of this group, 870, -or 67 percent of &l farm operators,
worked in non-farm industries more than 100 days dnring the year, Over one-
half of tae operators earned more from off~farm work than was received frem
sales of livestock, erops and other farm products, Cowlitz County part-time

4

Tarming ekceeds the state average of 40 percent, but is about aversge for
western Washington where a large number of small farm owners gain wages from .
industrial employment, : : .

Table lje= Specified Facilities and Bquipment on Farms
Cowlitz County,. 1954,

Facility or Number of ;zxgnzn"goﬁﬁy
Equipment Item Farms Using Equipped

Telephon,eesssesssocssscesses 938 68,9
Elec"bricity..........a.....u. 1)258 92¢h
Television se'l'r.. PeEresBetsnsans 585 h3¢e
Piped running wateresseseacnss 1,168 BSG
Homo freezerscsssssecsccacasss 410 wel
Electric pig broodercesssoesss e
Powor feed grinder.‘oo.ononuio 15 101
Millking machin€,eeecconsersors 200 ].;497
Grain combineSssuaecessseescas 20 1.5
Corn PlekerSssssnessconsrsnany - awm
Pic]c-up balerSnc.-&'oaoooa-llv 81 509 )
Field forage harvestersceresse. 25 1.8 o
Artificial ponds, reserveirs 3

and earth trankSnoll.aolbto 112 802 i
Motl)rtmcksenosoocn-oosooaooit 733 5318
Tractorsgoaocnoooncovono-oo-at 832 . 61‘1 -
A“tﬂm()biles.. Sassap¥Desnerer R 1)116 ‘ 8199 i

Sources U,5, Census, Agriculture,
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Farm Facilities

In 1954 most farms in Cowlitz County were fairly well equipped with modern
facilities which save labor and make rural 1ife easier., Farm homss in the
Cowlitz and lower Lewis River valleys in' the vicinities of Longview, Kelso,
Castle Rook, Kalama and Woodland were on a par.with the highest developed farm..
ing dlstricts in the state, A minority of farm places in remote districts of
the Willapa Hills and Cascade Mountains.tended to Féduce the courity average in
rural use of telephons, electricity and farm machinery, ' Rural .farm elsctrifiw
cation is good, with 92 percent of farme having elsctrical service, Nearly half
of farm homes had television in 195, Milking machines were uged on all the 200
specialized dailry farms, Over one=half, the farms had tractors and motor truckss

..... “ -8 - .

Irrigation and Facilities SR 1

- Because of the ary summer climptp and the needs for higher yields of pase=
ture and vegetable- erops, there  has been an inereasing interest in -irrigation,
Dairymen find that sprinklers greatly inerease the carrying capacity of pastures,
Frem 1950 to 1954 the pasture area under sprinkler irrigation increased over :
four times and 25.additicnal farms put in irrigation. systemg, Vegetable and N
berry growers elso expanded the use of sprinkler irrigation. - About 300 addi=
tional acres, of cropland were brought under. irrigation. between 1950 and 195k,
The sharp trend toward more use of farmeowned sprinkler and gravity systems to
provide water for grasslands and erops follows a general pattern going on
throughout parts of western waahington...Farmers,are.speeializing’in more highe
value céommercial crops. Hay and pasture shortages in.recent years and inereased
costs of feads.purchased by dairymen gre.other.factors causing & continued ine

vestment in irrigation equipment, . Co
o Taﬁle'ls.- Irrigated Farmss'fﬁumber'aﬁﬁ Acféége
..~ - Cowlitz County, 1950 and 1954
S ~Ttem 1950 . | 195k
Number of Lrrigated £aIME,eeeesnsevesanee [+ 27 < ] - B3 - -

_Land in“igated y.Q.DOOOOQOOGCOOOOOCOOQ. 980 acres. 2’0&5 80?66:
Irrigated land in farms aceording to use: |. ... o

.. Farms Ilrrigating cropBeessescrocenee |. 167 0 f 0 3L

;. Fearms irrigabing pastureseecsvessesssd 13 . .| +.38. .
N Acres of orops irrigat@desseceseeves | T .. .. 1;01& T

L‘ -, Aeres of pasitre irrigated..eceecsess | 225 . ., 10 '1,025' T

"1/ Inclides al) land irrigated by sprinkler systems,...
VSdurcé= 1U§B{'6enaﬁé, Agricuiture
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Table 16 ,~ Cowlitz’ County's Rank Compared With
Other Washinbton Gounties
tem Compared .- | Rank Quantity Yeur
General T ,
Land 8I'€Bsocoenassescocsnssssensee 28 ,733’}4110 acres | 1911‘\
Numbexr of farmstﬂctooooooeonc‘tou 17 193‘32 farms 13ﬁh
Land in farmse=percent,oecssesess | 29 13,9 perzeat| 1334
Aveorage slze of £arMBaesessecsane ] 30 75 acres {1954
croplai'ld harvested.coces XXX 31 133956 agres 195)4
Rur!ll faI‘m populationoooo,"on'oo 17 . S,th persons 1950
Totul-county population,..a.;.... 10 53,369 persons|1950
Cash farm incoms ) o
Valiie of .all farm products sold.. 29 | 2,694,h0h dollars| 1951
Valug of livestock 80ldeseeess | 23 | 1,908,027 dollars|195k
Value of ¢rops 801deassvecssss.| 31 hhh,972 dollars| 1954
Livesiock on farms {- , '
All cattle and calvea.......na.. 2'4 ' 179700 195h
Mj-11¥ cma..‘.'....ﬂﬂdt'ﬂ..."..0‘ 15 5,’450 head 195!-‘
Hogliauunruo.-.“u........... 30 . 828 head 19511.
chi‘=kens.a.‘.°’.Q.D'O0.0I.O.CIOI. 16 h9j991 bix‘ds l95h N
Horses and mileBeseecceneravssves | 2k 614 head |195L
Sheep and 1lambSievoacescscsccsone 27 1’085 head 19511
Dairy and poultry procucts sold - . = )
Value of dairy prodictd soldseses | 15 | '1,198,71h dollars|195)
Whole milk 801d.4ssevoesnsssssens | 15 | 27,736,000 pounds {1954
Value of poultry products sold.,. | 18 25‘? ,038 dollars|195L -
ckﬂ-t'kene BOIdB.ﬂ.'OOBﬂ.Qﬂ.!..Q..’ lh'“ - ?8 310 birds R 195h
Eggfi 801d.o..oaao-n-aoonn-nctcoo '1? 36h ’433 dozen 195)4
. Important orops harvested AU A
Mim: 0"13..............u'..u.-b ‘3 . hBO acres 19514
Clover and tlmomyra-anoagcooooc. \ 11. 5,000 acres 19511
Oatﬂclonuoc.anotonooaca.o_a,..p‘a‘o_l; 31 710 acres 195h
vege’tablesnoocoaoooobaoo-on-ouoco 19 hllacrea 195]4
ijtsepoaqooocoo.oooo-noonooa.po 21 hBS acres 195)4

Seurees:

U, S. Census, Agrieulture, 195k,

U, S, Census, Population, 1950,




